ap Clips teachesHolocaust horror

Student-inspire
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A thovie about simple paper

clips and what teenagers inma-

al Tennessee did with them re-
vealed thepersistence of hatred

and the cleansing.power:. of -

memory. for nearly 1,000 local
s;choolchﬂdren,Thursday. wn
The students of ‘Whitwell Mid-
dle School coliected paper clips,
once a symbol of registance to

Nazis during World War IT, and
ned them into a Holocaust
memorial o boo
A documentary about the pro-
ject, “Paper Clips,” was shown
twice - Thursday. at. Indepen-
dence Park Theatre in Baton
Rouge. . o
Whitwell’s assistant principal,

David-Smith, told his young Ba-

ton Rouge audience that they,

too, have the power to change -

the world.-

> Goriplels chedtleofthe Jewish.
-anFesﬁvai...Today’annse,cﬁon.. ;

““You don’t have the right to ]
vote,” Smith said, “but youhave .
a voice, and you need touse i
" Struggling to grasp the enor- .

mity of the extermination of 6

raillion Jews, Whitwell students -
.in 1999 came up withthe ideaof |
_collecting 6 million-paper. clips.

“Overthene,xtthreeyears,the ,
students met Holocaust SUr- .
vivors from around the world. 3
The documentary. reveals how |
theexperiencet{-ansforme'dnot '

only the students but their com-
munity. :

The studentS'eventuall:}:'COI— o

lected more than 33 million pa-
per clips. The clips are on dis-

play in ‘an actual rail car that

transported Jews o the concen-

' »:ee PAPER CLIPS', page 28

d documentary opens Jewish Fim Festival inBR

T Advocats staf photo by MARKSALTZ
‘Students from schiools throughout the Baton Rouge area gath-
ered Thursday at BREC's Independence Park Theatre to watch ‘

“‘Paper- Clips,. a documentary film about _how. students: at
Whitwell Middle School in Tennesseé paid tribute to'the 6 mil-
lion Jews killed during:the Holocaust by.collecting millions of
paper clips. T T el T
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- David Smith, assistant prin¢ipal :
. tural Tennessee, answers questions Thursday after the screen-
 ing-in Baton Rouge of ‘Paper Clips;’ the documentary about his |
: school's:Holocaust Project. Smith challenged Baton. Rouge-area+.|
students to-work to spread toie i

ple of different religions and et

‘PAPER CLIPS’ .

Continued from page:1B - .

ple were put in the cars and they

| in Whitwell. - : S
E The small, almost completely

white, Protestant -commnity
northwest of Chattanooga,

.such a memoriai.

cator Sandra Roberts wanted to
do something to help their iso-
; lated, culturally homogeneous
: Students understand the world’s
. diversity. The educators saw
¢ with- frustration “as' Whitwell
: children left for college only to
| return home months later be-

. cause they were tix_iabfle'_to_-han- .

» die the culture shock. .-

{ 'In Baton Rouge; the filri's .

| message resenated with Park
" Elementary - teacher Lydia
Trammell, o
Since November, Trammell’s
- fifth-graders have studied. the
. Holocaust: She said she traded
: e-mails with a teacher from a
. much  different sehool, Frost
: School in Livingston, to explore
. ways 1o teach their children. -
! “Whatwe really want to tesich
| in our schools is ‘tolerance for
-each other,” Trarmell said,
t " ForPark ElementaWSKyWan
i Corirad, 11, the treztment of the
L Jews was mind-boggling. (I
{ couldn’t believe) when'the peo-

tration camps. The car isnowa  brought three of thew to.the

! museun on the school grounds

Tenn,; is an unlikely location for ;

Smith said he'and fellow edu. *an

‘those people would go through -

Advocate staff photo by MARK SALTZ.
of Whitwell Middle School in -

ce and acceptance

of peo-
backgrounds. - .

dn’t have no food,” she said.
wen Scichowskd, who home-
hools ' her “five children,

creening. “I thought it was .
ity . cool,” " Scichowski’s

daughter Jerusha, 15, said of |
‘the paper-clip project. “It made i

Gwen Scichowski’s son, Solo-
mon, 13, was struck by thecruel-
ty inflicted on the Jews, making
them scapegoats for Germany’s * |
niany problems at the time, -~ -
-1 thought it amazing all that

all just because people wanted
tobldme someorie,” he said.
“Paper Clips” was the first .
film shown at the Baton Rouge
Jewish Festival, whiéh confin- |
ues - ‘through -Supday.  The
screening was sponsored by the
Jewish Federation of Greater .
Bafori Rouge and The Advocaté. -
> ONTHEINTERNET: = -
The Paper €lip Project: - .. 3
http:WWwvtz;'maribnschoois'.org/
holocaust/indéxhtm -~ <7
Movie site: httpi//www: . -

“Paperclipsmoviecom/ '

The:Holocaust: .~ .
hitp:/Avww.ushmr.org/ .
The Baton Rouge Jewish Film
Festival: fittp://www.briff corm/



